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In the + Name of Jesus

Grace, mercy, and peace to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Our

text is the Holy Gospel recorded in the seventh chapter of Mark.

The poor man was deaf.  He was utterly unable to make use of the precious, God-given gift of hearing,

and as a result he couldn’t speak intelligibly.  No doubt this caused embarrassment for the man.  He

likely avoided people as much as possible, for he not only could not hear what anyone said, but in

addition, no one could make heads or tails of what he intended to communicate.  And in those days he

did not have the luxury of Miracle Ear, cochlear implants, or even a well-developed sign language.  He

was destined to live without hearing a thing--a most unfortunate predicament, to say the least.  Nothing

short of a miracle would heal this man.

When we heard in the Gospel for this day that Jesus healed the man—when he thrust his fingers into

his ears and touched his tongue, enabling him to hear and speak plainly—we may not be compelled at

first to give it much thought.  After all, Jesus healed many people.  He healed blindness and all manner

of diseases.  He even raised the dead!  So, what is so special about the Son of God healing those who

were in need?

To be sure, the miracles we have recorded for us in Scripture are comforting reminders of God’s power

and love in human history, but we don’t typically marvel at them with amazement.  Knowing that Jesus

was God Incarnate and that he came down from heaven to dwell among us in the flesh, it probably isn’t

all  that exciting to hear about miracles of healing and even resurrecting the dead, as Jesus did on

numerous occasions during his earthly ministry.  And even knowing what emotions Jesus must have

brought  to  this  poor  deaf  man probably  produces  little  more  in  us  than  the  warm,  fuzzy  feeling

someone gets in times of great joy.  But thanks be to God, indeed, for the miracle he worked in the

man; for the tender mercies he displayed.

Many of those who were eyewitnesses of this feat marveled and spread the news wherever they went.

Others  remained  hardened  and  would  not  believe  in  Jesus,  even  when  confronted  with  the  most

compelling evidence of who he was. And just like those doubters who would not believe the signs and

wonders, there are those in our day who dismiss the miracle accounts in the Bible and attempt to assign

to them a mere symbolic or figurative meaning.  They would have you believe that it doesn’t matter

whether Jesus healed the man—what’s important is that the text tells us about our own condition of

spiritual deafness.

The naysayers who deny Jesus’ miracles also deny that he was resurrected and that he ascended and

will return.  But we as Christians need have no fear of such doubters.  Saint Mark the Evangelist did

not  record  the  miracle  in  our  text  for  symbolic  purposes.   He specifically  wrote  down that  Jesus

actually healed the deaf man and enabled him to speak.  He wrote this for us that we would believe that
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Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing we might have life in his name.  And indeed,

Jesus performed this and all of his miracles to show who he is--Almighty God in the flesh, who came

into this world to seek those who are lost:  sinful mankind.

Because we are born sinful, we come into this world opposed to God’s saving word, unwilling to hear

it.  In fact, by our sinful nature we are unable to hear it at all.   Just as the deaf man was unable to speak

intelligibly, we by nature are unable to confess God’s saving truth.  In fact, it’s not even a case, as some

contend, that each of us is born with a neutral, free will with which we choose right or wrong when we

are of age.  Scripture tells us that we of ourselves can do nothing to awaken our spiritually comatose

souls.  For it would be just as ridiculous to suggest that the deaf man in today’s text could have chosen

to hear if he’d wanted to!  We sinners can no more open our ears and unbind our tongues than a deaf

person can simply one day decide to hear.  Nor can we, through an act of will, bring ourselves to saving

faith any more than a dead man can resurrect himself.  No.  It takes God himself to thrust his fingers

into our lifeless ears and to touch our pitifully bound tongues and say, EPHPHATHA!  Be opened!

And this is exactly what must happen if fallen sinners are to be saved.

Dear Christians, we have heard more this day than a miracle of healing a deaf man.  We also hear that

we who are deaf by nature and impeded in our spiritual speech are called by the Lord and made alive

through the Gospel.  This he accomplishes for us through his means of grace.  When he healed the man,

he didn’t have to touch the man’s ears and tongue.  He could simply have said to him, EPHPHATHA—

be opened, and he would have been healed all the same.  But what comfort and assurance the man must

have had in seeing the Lord working visibly and deliberately to heal  him by touching the sensory

organs that had been rendered useless.  He thrust his fingers into the deaf ears and opened them, and

touched the tongue that had been bound and loosened it, that it might proclaim his praise.  And in doing

this, he looked up to heaven groaning with a heavy sigh, not to pray for strength, but in sheer agony

over the innumerable maladies of fallen creation.

St.  Paul  writes  in  his  epistle  to  the  Romans  that  the  entire  creation  has  been  groaning  from  the

devastating effects of sin in this world, just as a woman in labor with child.  Sin is the reason that we as

sinners must suffer temporal death.  Our bodies are marred by sin, and from the moment we are born,

we age and endure infirmity until the day that we return to the dust from which we came.  When Jesus

healed the man and opened his ears, he groaned for the creation that had been ruined by the first sin

committed in the garden.  Ever since Satan had deceived our first parents in paradise, he has attacked

humankind relentlessly throughout the ages.  He not only seeks to lead you astray from the ways of the

Lord; he also makes you  keenly aware of him in the suffering you  see in this world.   You suffer

sickness and infirmity, as the devil tries to drive you to despair and doubt the Lord’s promises.  Luther

commented on our text for this day that it is particularly interesting that the man whom Jesus healed

was most brutally attacked by Satan in that his ears and tongue, the precious organs of hearing and

speaking, were rendered useless.  He could not hear the life-giving word proclaimed to him.  And he

could not confess his faith to others.

The devil no doubt makes you aware of your fallen condition when you are robbed of your God-given

senses and deteriorate in bodily health.  And it is not because of any particular sin you have committed.

It is not a punishment or sign of God’s displeasure.  By no means!  It is a sign that you are a human

who must one day depart from this world.  For all of God’s wrath was expended on his Son Jesus, who

was crucified for you on Golgotha.  It was Jesus who endured the suffering and death that you have

earned as a sinner.  It was Jesus who bore all of your sins and iniquities upon himself and offered up
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himself as the final sacrifice.  He died on your behalf and suffered eternal hell and torment so that you

and I do not have to.  And while we are appointed to return to the ground, to the dust from which we

came, we count it a blessing to be delivered from this fallen world.  For as St. Paul said, to depart and

be with Christ is gain.  For where the Lord is, there is no sin and no suffering.  There is no ear that does

not hear with clarity and there is no eye that does not see sharply.  The infirmities of this life will not

even be remembered in heaven in the presence of God.

And even while we do labor here on our earthly pilgrimage, though we suffer sickness and infirmity

and our senses are dulled over time, we need have no fear of the adversary who works so tirelessly to

harm us.  For just as Jesus healed the man of his deafness and loosened his tongue that he might speak

in faith, so also he opens our ears to the Gospel and cleanses us of our sins in our baptism.  He says to

us, EPHPHATHA—be opened.  And as the water is poured out on us in the Name of the Father, and of

the Son, and of the Holy Spirit, our merciful Lord opens up completely the ears that were formerly

stopped up with our sinful nature.  When he brings us to faith in the sacrament, he also loosens our

tongues from their bondage, enabling us, who were formerly hostile sinners, to confess our sins and

sing praises to the Lord.  As the witnesses to the miracle remarked that day, he has done all things well.

He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak.  May your ears always be opened to hear his precious

word proclaimed and your tongues be unbound to sing his praises, until the dawn of the new heaven

and new earth.  May God sustain you in your faith, knowing that you have received the miracle that

only he can give—that you are forgiven all of your sins.  In Jesus’ most holy Name, Amen.

The peace of God…
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